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	Through a study of physical and human/ cultural Geography students will consider the following questions:

· What is geography?
· What are maps and what can map reveal about the earth’s surface and its residents?
· What is our location on planet earth and what are some significant and/or unique traits of our position? 
· How does our location affect our behavior and shape our identity?
· How do we differ from peoples who reside in different parts of the global?

To answer these questions, students will:

· Define basic geography location terminology as: hemisphere, prime meridian, equator, latitude, longitude  
· With understanding of basic location terminology, find a specified location on the globe
· Know the traits of various geological features
· Learn and identify on a map or global various geographical regions with respect to geology, climate, ecology, culture and politics 
· Know the various geographical regions of the State of Texas and the characteristic of each region both physical and human
	Through an investigation of anthropological studies, lore and various historic documents, students will explore the evolution of Texas from a home of indigenous people to statehood.  The following questions will be considered in this investigation:
Indigenous Peoples of Texas
· Who were the original inhabitants of the place we now know as Texas?  
· From where did they come? 
· What is culture?
· What were the cultural traits of each group: 
· What were their values and beliefs as a people?  
· What systems did they use to perpetuate their ideas?  
· How did they interact with the natural environment?
· What is known about the language(s) of indigenous peoples of Texas?  
· How did they interact with neighboring peoples?  
· What was their response to the arrival of the Europeans?
The arrival, settlements, and impact of various European groups in Texas
· Which European groups proved the most influential in settling Texas?
· What was their aim or purpose in settling the western hemisphere?
· What was their relationship with the indigenous peoples? 
· How did European groups and indigenous peoples differ in their cultural ideologies?
	Rise of the Mexican Government

· How did the country of Mexico come into power?
· What type of governmental structure did the country employ?
· As a newly formed nation, what were some of the country’s greatest challenges?

Texas as a Territory of Mexico and the Secession of Texas from Mexico

· What were the Mexican government’s plans for its Texas territory?
· What was the implementation of its plan?
· What were the major issues that led to the government’s failure to maintain control of the territory?
· How did Texas achieve its independence from Mexico?

From Nationhood to Statehood
· Why did the nation of Texas seek statehood?
· What did the nation of Texas do to influence the United States to grant it admittance to the union?




