	Trinity Episcopal School
First Grade Science Curriculum

	
Young students enter the classroom with natural curiosity, lots of ideas about how things work in the natural world, and diverse exposure to science content. Our goal is to provide many and varied opportunities for students to observe, sort, measure and manipulate materials. They will soon begin to pose questions, plan simple investigations and form explanations based on their observations and experiences. They will keep a science journal to record their findings. They will be working as scientists, and on their way to perceiving science not as a body of knowledge already known and ready to be memorized, but as a way of working to understand the world that is accessible to even young students. There are always new things to discover!


		 First Trimester


Observational Studies
Students will:
· use sense to obtain information
· record observations in words and scientific sketches
· use tools to extend senses
· use measurement tools 
Life Cycle of Flowering Plants
Students will:
· identify characteristics of living things
· identify the needs of plants as they grow from seed to mature plant
· observe, measure and record changes in plant growth 
· understand that plants get energy from the sun and provide energy for other organisms












	Second Trimester

Decomposition
Students will:
· understand that matter changes over time, yet never disappears
· recognize the role that decomposers such as earthworms play in the environment
· recognize that composting is a useful way of recycling  plant matter and that it mimics natural decomposition
Pillbug Project and Snail Study
Students will:
· observe and describe two members of the animal kingdom greatly loved by first graders
· observe and identify characteristics that allow survival
· plan investigations that yield insight into the needs of these animals
	Third Trimester

Terrarium Habitats
Students will: 
· create a model that demonstrates how  a habitat meets the needs of living things 
· recognize that living things depend on other living things as well as the nonliving parts of a habitat
Vertebrate Animals
Students will:
· recognize the need for a classification system to better understand  the complexity of living things
· understand characteristics shared by all animals in this phylum
· identify differences between the five vertebrate classes and differences among species in each class
· analyze adaptive characteristics







	

	
	
	



